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TARIFF  PREFERENCES  BEGIN 
IN  EUROPEAN  COMMON  MARKET 

The  European  Economic  Coramunity  (EEC)  moved  into  the  second  stage  of  its 
transitional  period  as  of  Jan.  1,  I962.    At  this  time  each  of  the  Member 
States  initiated  a  preferential  import  duty  systen  for  agricult\iral 
commodities  by  setting  up  schediiLes  of  "internal"  rates  applicable  to 
Menber  States  and  "external"  rates  applicable  to  third  countries. 

The  "internal"  rates  represent  an  initial,  move  toward  ultimate  elimination 
of  duties  between  the  Member  States  while  the  " external"  rates  represent 
initial  adjustments  upward  or  downward  toward  the  Common  External  Tariff. 
These  rates  for  dried  and  canned  fruits,  and  tree  nuts  for  the  year  I962 
are  shown  in  Table  I. 

The  proposed  rates  of  the  Common  External  Tariff  (CXT)  are  also  shown  in 
Table  I.    Actual  rates  of  the  CXT,  wiiich  have  been  the  subject  of  eighteen 
months  negotiation,  have  not  yet  been  announced. 

The  effect  of  this  action  is  to  create  margins  of  tariff  protection  for 
commodities  produced  within  the  Community.    In  addition  to  these  tariffs, 
imports  may  be  affected  by  the  provisions  of  the  Common  Agricultural  Policy 
for  Fruits  and  Vegetables.    The  draft  of  the  provisional  GAP  for  Fruits 
and  Vegetables  is  set  forth  in  circular  FDAP  2-62,  Febriaary  I962. 
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